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Medium Term Planning: Year One Autumn Term 2
Key Questions
Why do we commemorate Bonfire Night?
Should we commemorate Bonfire Night?

Broadening minds/horizons
Role-play workshop of The Gunpowder Plot
Virtual Tour – Houses of Parliament/ Tower of London
Christmas Play – performing in a front of an audience

Key Texts
The Gunpowder Plot (Beginning History) – Liz Gogerly
Guy Fawkes and The Gunpowder Plot: Why do we remember? – Izzi Howell
Guy Fawkes for Kids – Andrew Thomson
Oracy Skills:

To speak clearly and confidently in a range
of contexts

To take opportunities to try out
new language, even if not always
used correctly.

To recognise when they haven’t
understood something and asks a
question to help with this.

To organise group discussions
independently of an adult.
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SCIENCE – Seasonal Change - Longitudinal study 2 weeks
Create a large ‘floor book’ to gather the children ideas and work during these lessons. Time will be given to explore ‘Autumn’ in Aut 2, ‘Winter’ in Spr 1,
‘Spring’ in Spr 2 and ‘Summer’ in Sum 2, resulting in analysing and reviewing the data and information gathered across the year. Be sure to take photos of
both deciduous and evergreen trees on site a stick into the book – these will be needed for the plats unit in Summer term.
Key Concept:
Pupils should be gathering data about seasonal change regularly throughout the year. As part of this, they will be making observations about the weather
and how this affects living things. If data is gathered regularly, this can be reviewed at the end of the year.
Begin this term by focussing on Autumn.
Learning Opportunities:
Collect information about the weather regularly throughout the year e.g. Track rain fall and temperature in different areas of the school grounds.
Collect information, regularly throughout the year, of features that change with the seasons e.g. plants, animals, humans.
Investigate the properties of leaves (Which leaf is strongest? Which is most effective at shade cover? Which is most effective at directing water? Which
turns brown quickest? What do you notice about the different leaves? (Use ID cards to identify trees in grounds) What purpose to leaves serve for the
tree? Why do you think leaves turn brown in Winter?)
Present this information in different ways to compare the seasons.
Sticky Cards– collect colours from the outdoors
(Why did you choose to select that object to add to your card? Why did you choose to select that colour to add to your card? Will you be able to collect
that in a different season?)
Gather data about day length regularly throughout the year and present this to compare the seasons.
Demonstrate their knowledge in different ways e.g. making a weather forecast video, writing seasonal poetry, creating seasonal artwork
Possible Enquiry Questions:
Pattern Seeking: Do trees with bigger leaves lose their leaves first in autumn?
Observation over time: How does the oak tree (on the big field) change over time? Children take photos/observational drawings at different point in the
year.
Plants
While learning to name and identify plants, the pupils should be drawing on a range of different clues. Many plants change in appearance over the year –
losing leaves, buds developing into flowers, flowers developing into seeds or berries. At any particular time, only some of these parts will be present. To
ensure correct identification, all parts should be considered. Pupils should therefore visit the same plants throughout the year gathering additional clues
for identification. Add findings to floor book.
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SCIENCE – Animals Including Humans – About Me (Human statements only)
Prior Learning
EYFS: Children know about similarities and differences in relation to places, objects, materials and living things. They talk about the features of their own
immediate environment and how environments might vary from one another. They make observations of animals and plants and explain why some things
occur and talk about changes. (Early Learning Goal)
Key Concepts:
Humans have key parts in common, but these vary from person to person.
Humans (and other animals) find out about the world using their senses.
Humans have five senses – sight, touch, taste, hearing and smelling. These
senses are linked to particular parts of the body.
Pupils should have plenty of opportunities to learn the names of the main body
parts (including head, neck, arms, elbows, legs, knees, face, ears, eyes, hair,
mouth, teeth) through games, actions, songs and rhymes. They use their senses
to compare different textures, sounds and smells.

Key Vocabulary:
Parts of the body: head, body, eyes, ears, mouth, teeth, leg, fingers,
nose, tongue
Senses – touch, see, smell, taste, hear, fingers (skin), eyes, nose, ear and
tongue

Skills:
Questioning: Ask simple questions, (with support) as a starting point to develop comparative fair tests.
Find out things from a range of secondary information sources including books, websites and information packs.
Planning: Suggest ideas for how they might go about finding answers to their question and explain their steps.
Prediction: Beginning to make their own relevant predictions based on what you know.
Observation: Observe closely while manipulating simple equipment to generate and explore answers to questions.
Identify and classify objects and living things through comparison of similarities and differences.

Knowledge:
Identify, name, draw and label the basic
parts of the human body and say which
part of the body is associated with each
sense.

Learning opportunities:
•
Make first-hand close observations of parts of the body e.g. hands, eyes.
•
Compare two people.
•
Take measurements of parts of their body.
•
Compare parts of their own body.
•
Look for patterns between people e.g. Do people with big hands have big feet?
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•
Classify people according to their features.
•
Investigate human senses e.g. Which part of my body is good for feeling, which is not? Which
food/flavours can I identify by taste? Which smells can I match?
•
Can use first-hand close observations to make detailed drawings
•
Can name body parts correctly when talking about measurements and comparisons e.g. “My arm is x
straws long.” “My arm is x straws long and my leg is y straws long. My leg is longer than my arm.” “We both
have hands, but his are bigger than mine.” “These people have brown eyes and these have blue.”
•
Can talk about their findings from investigations using appropriate vocabulary e.g. “My fingers are much
better at feeling than my toes” “We found that the crisps all taste the same.”
Enquiry types:
Identifying and Classifying
What are the names for all
the parts of our bodies?

Comparative/Fair Testing
Is our sense of smell better
when we can’t see?

Pattern Seeking
Do you get better at smelling as
you get older?

Research

Observation over time
How does my height change
over the year?

HISTORY/GEOGRAPHY – The Gunpowder Plot
Prior Learning This will be the children’s first history topic so it is important that some time is dedicated to understanding the concept of history before
introducing this historical event. This unit links to Bonfire night which takes place as the children return to school after Half Term. The children may have
some recall and experience of Bonfire night.
Key Concepts:
Chronology
 Fit people and events into a timeline
 Use chronological vocabulary: old, new, earliest, latest, past, present,
future, century, new, newest, old, oldest, modern, before, after.

Key vocab
century
1605
long ago
timeline
plot
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conspirators
Continuity & Change
sources
 Understand what change is and give examples from historical periods when artefacts
Guy Fawkes
compared to their own lives
King James 1
House of Parliament
Cause & Consequence
catholic
• Recognise why people did things, why events happened and what
protestant
happened as a result
fireworks
bonfire
Interpretation & Perspective
 Identify different ways in which the past has been presented.
Skills (enquiry):
 Develop a range of relevant questions about a historical person or event
 To give an opinion with some reasons
 Suggest some appropriate ideas of how to find answers, from some of their own experiences
 Outline and gather appropriate and different visual & written sources, and artefacts that might support them answering their questions
 Think about the evidence they’ve got and relate it to their prediction
 Share and describe the evidence they’ve found and begin to give some reasons
 Describe objects, people and events in a range of ways (simple stories, labelled diagrams, recounts and annotated photos)
 Begin to use subject specific words
 Develop a range of relevant questions about a historical person or event
Knowledge

Learning Opportunities











Know who Guy Fawkes was and about his life
Understand the main events of the GP
Know who King James I was and understand feelings towards the monarch
Know where the GP plot took place and the significance of the Houses of
Parliament
Know how the GP is remembered and how this has changed over time




Introduce ‘history’ - sequence some events in history
Show a painting of the GP and discuss who and what might be
happening
Sequence events of the GP plot and complete a timeline
Speech bubble activity – thoughts and feelings linked to sovereignty
and religion
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Locate London on a map of the UK and study images of the Houses of
Parliament
Study photos of Bonfire night through time
Learn the poem ‘Remember, remember…’
Learn about keeping safe on Bonfire night
Record topic findings to answer enquiry questions – write or film

Enquiry (Key) Questions:
Why do we commemorate Bonfire Night?
Who was Guy Fawkes?
What was the Gunpowder Plot?
What were the main events?
Why did it happen?
Who was King James I?
Where did it happen?
How is it commemorated?
Is it right to burn Guys on bonfire night?

Computing
Prior Learning
In EYFS children will have learnt how to log on and off, learnt how to control a mouse/mousepad and started to build confidence with opening programs
and bookmarks in a browser.
Key Vocabulary:
Rules, Online, Private information, Email, Videos, Camera stills, Sounds, Image bank, Word bank, Space bar
E Safety:
1-75 - Know who to tell and how to report anything bad found online.
1-76 - Begin to realise that not everyone online is who they say they are.

Learning Opportunities:
Discuss how to stay safe online, watch the e-safety movie clip.
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1-77 - Know what personal information is and how to keep it private.
1-78 - Talk about why it is important to be kind and polite online and in real life.
1-79 - Begin to understand that it is best to go online for short amounts of time.
1-80 - Talk about why an adult should be asked before using the Internet.
Multimedia
1-04 - Begin to create documents or edit templates for a given purpose.
1-07 - With help, begin to use copy and paste to place an image into a
document.
1-09 - Use formatting skills to text wrap, rotate and change size of images.
1-12 - Use the undo button for mistakes.
1-35 - Start to use the quick save button in documents and paint programs and
know when it should be used.
1-52 - Talk about the information that might be found on the internet.
1-53 - Start to use a search engine to find information using key words.
1-55 - Begin to understand how to copy and paste an image from the internet.

Learning Opportunities:
Use Word to make a favourite toy poster. Find an image of your
favourite toy on the internet. Copy and paste the image into a Word
document and format it so that it can be moved around the page. Add a
border and use WordArt to add words that describe your favourite toy.

Enquiry (key) questions:
What must we do to stay safe online?
How can we change images?
ART
Prior learning
 exploring clay in an open ended and playful way
 creating a thumb pot
Key Concepts:
shape, texture, for
Skills:
 moulding and manipulating clay

Key Vocabulary:
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how much pressure is needed to create successful coils
how to wrap coils tightly (create a base) or use a flat circular base
rolling coils (width of small finger) with one hand
how to blend the clay surface/coils using your thumb/wooden tool
how to score the clay and add slip so the clay sticks together
add coils on top of each other at the same thickness



Look at different types and shapes of pots and discuss how they think they Learning Opportunities:
were made - coils/thrown?
 explore clay in an open ended way e.g. rolling ,twisting, kneading,
Bernard Leach, Magdalene Odundo, Lucie Rie, Burton Art Gallery
pinching, pulling, prodding, shaping, squeezing
 Making coils and wrapping around on top of eachother
 using tools to make marks in clay
 painting clay
 Evaluating a finished product



MUSIC – Gunpowder Plot
Prior learning: EYFS Musical Activities that embed pulse, rhythm and pitch, explore voices and classroom instruments. Find and keep the pulse/beat. Copy
clap rhythms. Explore high and low pitch, Play patterns using combinations of C, D, E. Invent a pattern to go with a song using one or two notes.
Key Concepts / vocabulary
Style of music – 17th century instruments e.g. recorder, lute, cornet. Pavane (processional dance)
Pulse - the steady beat
Rhythm - combination of long and short sounds to make patterns
Pitch - range of high and low sounds
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Dynamics - how loud or quiet the music is
Tempo - how fast or slow the music is
Structure - how sections are ordered to make the whole piece

Knowledge & Skills

Learning Opportunities:

Musicianship (Understanding music)
Use body percussion, instruments and voices.
Find and keep a steady beat together.
Understand the difference between creating a rhythm pattern and a pitch
pattern. Copy back simple rhythmic patterns using long and short.
Copy back simple melodic patterns using high and low.
Complete vocal warm-ups with a copy back.

Learn 3 songs linked with the Gunpowder plot
- Shadows in the night
- Hundreds of years ago
- Remember, remember

Listening (Respond/analyse)
Move and dance with the music.
Find the steady beat.
Talk about feelings created by the music.
Recognise some instruments.
Describe tempo as fast or slow.
Describe dynamics as loud and quiet.
Join in sections of the song, eg chorus.
Begin to understand where the music fits in the world.
Begin to understand about different styles of music.
Singing
Sing, rap, rhyme, chant and use spoken word.

Shadows in the night:
- Listen to song and pick out some of the 17th century instruments
e.g. recorder, cornet, lute.
- Use beaters to play along softly to play along with rhythm (slow
quick-quick, slow quick-quick)
- Play whispering games to explore dynamics (loud/quiet)
- Use cymbal sounds to create ‘whispery’ sounds getting louder
and quieter.
- The tune is built from the notes CDEFG (with D as a ‘home’
note). In pairs and small groups, find these five notes on pitched
percussion (eg glockenspiel) and compose own mysterious
tunes.
Hundreds of years ago
- Listen to backing track and pick out instruments e.g. recorders,
lute, crumhorn, harpsichord, harp, brass.
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Demonstrate good singing posture.
Sing songs from memory.
Sing in unison.

-

Notation
Explore ways of representing long and short sounds, using symbols and any
appropriate means of notation.
Playing Instruments
Rehearse and learn to play a simple melodic instrumental part by ear
Creating (Improvising)
Explore improvisation within a major and minor scale using the notes:
C, D, E / D, E, A / F, G, A /D, F, G
Improvise simple vocal patterns using 'Question and Answer' phrases.
Understand the difference between creating a rhythm pattern and a pitch
pattern.
Creating (Composing)
Explore and create graphic scores.
Create musical sound effects in response to music and video stimulus.
Create a story, choosing and playing classroom instruments.
Recognise how graphic notation can represent created sounds.
Performing
Enjoy and have fun performing.
Choose a song/songs to perform to a well-known audience.
Prepare a song to perform.
Communicate the meaning of the song.
Add actions to the song.
Play some simple instrumental parts.

-

-

Use jig-like rhythm to gently play in 3/4
Verse 1 Use tambourines to play rhythms using words to e.g.
James the first (long-short-long)
Verse 2 use drums and maracas to tap out Gun-pow-der-Plot
(short-short-short-long)
Verse 3 Triangles tap on the words.
Sing while walking in a procession
Add dance moves
At the end there is some brief scat singing to the nonsense
words. Make up own songs with scat phrases e.g. ba ba ba, bedo.
The tune is built from the notes CDEFGABC. In pairs and small
groups, find these notes on pitched percussion (eg glockenspiel)
and compose own tunes.

Remember, Remember
- Listen to how the chorus goes higher and lower – make up and
down shapes
- Listen to how the verses go up step-by-step with gaps for
actions and percussion patterns.
- Add actiosn e.g. Verse 1 – wiggling firework fingers then hands
to open book pages. Verse 2 fingers tick-tock side to side in
steady beat. Fit actions with percussion rhythm patterns.
- After practising patterns, use percussion to perform e.g. guiro,
hand drums, woodblocks, triangles.

Note: Christmas Performance will cover the performing objectives
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Resources: https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/music-ks1-the-gunpowder-plot-history-songs/z9cvsk7
PE
Prior Learning:
EYFS - Social - Level pre-1 and level 1

Application of skills
Skills:
Real PE Unit : Social
Level 2:
I can help praise and encourage others in their learning.
I can work sensibly with others, taking turns and sharing.
I can play with others and take turns and share with help.
Dynamic Balance to Agility: Jumping and Landing (FUNS Station 6)
Static Balance: Seated (FUNS Station 2)
RE
Prior Learning: What do Christians believe God is like?

I Jumped Aboard a Rocket Ship song
Home Planet game
Five Cheeky Monkeys song
Cheeky Monkey Says game
Exchange Objects in 3s game
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Key Concepts:

God and Christians

Skills and Knowledge

Make sense of beliefs:
Retell the story of Creation from genesis 1:1-2:3, Recognise that ‘Creation’ is the beginning of the ‘big story’ of the Bible, Say what the story
tells Christians about God, Creation and the world.
Understand the impact:
Give at least one example of what Christians do to say ‘thank you’ to God for Creation
Make connections:
Think, talk and ask questions about living in an amazing world, Give a reason for the ideas they have and the connections they make between
the Jewish/Christian Creation story and the world they live in.
Enquiry (Key) Question:
1.2 – Who do Christians say made the world?
1.3 – Why does Christmas matter to Christians?
PSHE
Prior Learning: Pupils thought about things that they are good at whilst understanding that everyone is good at different things. They talk about being
different and how that makes everyone special but also recognising that we are the same in some ways. The children talk about their homes and are asked
to explain why it is special to them. They talk about friendship and how to be a kind friend and how to stand up for themselves if someone says or does
something unkind to them.
Conceptual Understanding:
Celebrating differences:

Key Vocabulary:
Similarity, Same as, Different from, Difference, Bullying, bullying
behaviour, Deliberate, on purpose, Unfair, Included, Bully, Bullied,
Celebrations, Special, Unique.
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Skills:
Recognise ways in which they are the same as their friends and ways they are different
Identify what is bullying and what isn’t
Understand how being bullied might feel
Know ways to help a person who is being bullied
Identify emotions associated with making a new friend
Verbalise some of the attributes that make them unique and special
Knowledge
Know that people have differences and similarities
Know what bullying means
Know who to tell if they or someone else is being bullied or is feeling unhappy
Know skills to make friendships
Know that people are unique and that it is OK to be different

Learning Opportunities:
Pupils will talk about the similarities and differences between people
and that these make us unique and special. The children learn what
bullying is and what it isn’t. They talk about how it might feel to be
bullied and when and who to ask for help. The children talk about
friendship, how to make friends and that it is OK to have differences
from their friends. The children also talk about being nice to and looking
after other children you might be being bullied.

Enquiry (Key) Questions:
What does it feel like to share a similarity with someone? What does it feel like to be part of a bigger group that has a similarity?’
What does it feel like to be uniquely different?’
GLOBAL LEARNING
Prior Learning:
rules in class and school
how rules can help us
Key Concepts
Power and governance

Key Vocabulary:
rules, power, fairness, agreement, responsibility, decision
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Skills
• participate in discussions about issues that affect self, others and the wider world state opinions and start to give reasons for these
• listen carefully to others
Knowledge
how to take part in making and changing rules in own class / school
uneven sharing of power and how some people are excluded from decisionmaking

Learning Opportunities
Link to history – Houses of Parliament – who has power and governs our
country
Link to oracy - Hold discussion of class rules

Enquiry (Key) Questions:
Link to History
FRENCH
Prior Learning: European Languages day, singing assembly
Key Concepts:

Language
●

using written or spoken words in a structured way to communicate,
used by a particular community/country

Communication (including Listening)
●

offer and receive ideas in a range of ways

Intercultural Understanding

Key Vocabulary:
Dire son nom (Say your name)
Comment tu t’appelles ? (What’s your name ?)
Je m’appelle… (My name is…)
Et toi ? (And you ?)
Faire l’appel (Take the register)
Je vais faire l’appel. (I’m going to take the register.)
Name + n’est pas là. (Such and such is not here.)
Ici ! (Here!)
Tu es là ? (Are you here?)
Name + est là. (Such and such is here.)
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●

foster pupils’ curiosity and deepen their understanding of the world,
including the ideas, customs, and social behaviour of a particular
people or society

Chut ! (Shush!)
Silence ! (Quiet !)
Taisez-vous ! (Be quiet !)

Intonation
●

the rise and fall, pattern or melody of pitch changes in speech

Translation
●

the process of changing words and phrases that are spoken into
another language to ensure they have the same meaning

Skills:
Speaking and listening
● Listen and show understanding of single words through physical or spoken response.
● Recognise a familiar question and respond with a simple rehearsed response.
● Ask a question
Reading and Writing
● Read and show understanding of familiar single words and phrases
● Understand the role of punctuation (question mark)
● Translate simple words
Language Learning skills
● Listen carefully and try to copy pronunciation
● Use images or speaking frames
Knowledge:
●
●

Learn how to exchange greetings with the teacher and each other
Practise how to respond to teacher asking Comment ça va aujourd’hui?

Learning Opportunities:
Primary French Project planning
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●
●
●
●
●
●

Say Je m’appelle in response to Comment tu t’appelles?
Imagine you are different people and respond in role
Learn different ways in responding to the register (ici, oui, bonjour)
Respond to simple classroom instructions
Sing greetings song
Listen to a well-known story in French eg. Hungry Caterpillar

Activities could include:
● Use a teddy bear / puppet to exchange greetings
● Teacher models conversations with puppet
● Play pass the parcel - when music stops all children / one child
responds to a question
● Role play as different characters and answer questions in role
● Throw a soft ball to indicate who should answer the question
● Practise answering the register in different ways
● Use classroom instructions throughout the day
Note: This activities can be taught in a standalone lesson but should be
practised everyday at different times to embed learning.
Song can be found here https://www.youtubenocookie.com/embed/NXkJ88ygPY0?autoplay=1&iv_load_policy=3&loo
p=1&modestbranding=1&playlist=NXkJ88ygPY0

